Samuel's Availability (1 Samuel 3:1-10) 
Proposition: Every one of us can lean valuable lessons on being available 
to God and for God by following the three commands drawn from the 
life of Samuel. 

I. Pattern the Scene of Samuel's Availability 

A. A Scene of Preparation (Ch. 1&2) 

B. A Scene of Participation (Ch. 2:18; 3:1,3,15) 

C. A Scene of Perception (Vs. 4-10) 

II. Perceive the Strain of Samuel's Availability (Vs. 11-18) 

A. Perceive the Dread that Samuel Faced (Vs. 11a) 

B. Perceive the Difficulty that Samuel Felt (Vs. llb-17) 

C. Perceive the Duty that Samuel Found (Vs. 18) 

III. Prove the Success of Samuel's Availability (Vs. 19-21) 

A. Success in His Inquiries (Vs. 19c) 

B. Success in His Establishment (Vs. 20) 

C. Success in His Endeavors (Vs. 19a-b, 21) 
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1) Ecclesiastes 12:1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh... Psalms 34:11 Come, ye 
children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD. Luke 18:16 
But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 

2) ...himself available to God. Now Samuel, many believe to be as young as 
twelve years old is presenting himself available for God's use. For all of us 
there are rich applications on being available for God's use in these verses. 
Every one of us can lean valuable lessons on being available to God and for 
God by following the three commands drawn from the life of Samuel. 

3) ...although he was not much of a father to his own sons Hophni and Phinehas, 
yet he was a good tutor to Samuel. What of the scene of your child's 
preparation. Is it a scene of prayer and faithfulness, a scene of true devotion to 
God. Is it a scene of a balance of both the nurture and the admonition of the 
Lord. Spurgeon said in illustration:. ..when the showers are falling, that you, 
who try to keep a few pots of flowers set them out to get the benefit of the 
rain; and you not only put out the large plants, but you put out the little ones 
too, so that the precious drops may fall on them. Let your little children, like 
the little pots of flowers, be put under the gracious showers of the sanctuary, 
and who knows how largely God my bless them? Are you making preparation 
to hear from God. 

4) ...he participated in the things that he could. Prayer, the light of our witness, 
attendance upon the house of God for worship are things that all of us should 
participate. If we don't we may not be in a place to hear God speak specifically 
in to our lives. 

5) ..the priest, the servant of God. I'm not much of a pastor, but I do strive to 
hear from God and relate to you what he would want you to know. Are you 
listening! He may not have completely understood, but to the best of his 
ability he was trying to respond. Many of you have heard God clearly and 
refuse to heed his voice. When God called to Samuel immediately responded. 
God has called to you time and time again and yet you are sluggish to respond 
if at all. Children and Parents young people and seniors, we live in a day where 
men and women given wholly to serve God are scarce. Listen for God's voice! 


1) ...and walk to that pulpit. It was not easy. Samuel finds this out. 


2) ...so lightly and glibly. Don't take lightly the word and commands 
of God! 


3) ...It may mean that you have to proclaim that which may not be 
palatable to people close to you. It may mean that you have tc 
denounce the sin of those that are the closest to you. It may 
mean that you have to choose God over the dearest of 
relationship. I'll not kid you. You will have to make a choice. 


4) ...delay the message, or delete the message, our Job is to deliver 
the message and let them take it or leave it!" We as the servants 
of God, sent out on His task is to do just that. To deliver the 
message with as much love and compassion as we can muster 
but deliver it just the same. 
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1) ...Samuel's words fall to the ground. The petitions Samuel made 
to God and the prophecies he made to man did not fall upon 
deaf ears. Dear child of God, if we will listen and heed the call of 
God and not let those words fall upon deaf ears, we will be a 
people that can get a hold of God in prayer and a people that 
get a hold of the hearts of men, women, boys, and girls with our 
proclamation. Bro. Junior Bryson was a country preacher from 
this area for many years. I asked someone in his church what to 
they remember most about Bro. Junior. They responded, "He 
was a man that could get a hold of God. If there was anyone I 
wanted praying for me it was Bro. Junior. Let that be said of us! 


2) ...boy or girl, if you will but listen and respond to God in those 
first steps of obedience, God will honor that and manifest his 
work in you before an onlooking world! 


3) ...in the darkness, "...Speak; for thy servant heareth." 


